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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1 . This communication is responsive to 12/08/09 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1,3-5, 8,10,15-18,21,23 and 25 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given by attorney Fariborz Moazzam, Reg. No. 
53,339 on February 19, 2010. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of using an electronic communications network, in which a sender 
[[can]] sends a message to a recipient, the network including a server for facilitating communications 
between the sender and the recipient, the method comprising the steps of: 

linking a sound file to an emoticon contained in a sender-generated message by creating a pointer 
to the sound tile and attaching the pointer to the sender- generated message ; 

forwarding the sender generated message, the emoticon, and a link to the sound file to the 
recipient, the link to the sound file associated with the emoticon; 

determining by the server if the recipient already has the sound file by querying the recipient and 
evaluating whether or not the recipient has the sound file , and if not sending the sound file to the 
recipient; 

forwarding the sender-generated message, the emoticon. and the pointer to the sound file to the 
recipient, the pointer to the sound file associated with the emoticon; and 

at the recipient, displaying the sender-generated message and the emoticon, and audibly playing 
the sound file linked to the emoticon, 
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wherein the linking occurs at the server according to a user preferences stored on the server where 
the user preferences indicates that the sound file is chosen to be linked with the emoticon by the sender 
and may bo is periodically updated by the sender, the updating occurring by obtaining different sound 
files from the server and replacing one or more of a set of default sound files , linked with one or more 
emoticons. stored in the user preferences. 

3. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the step of linking comprises 
making a dynamic association, established by the sender, for that a particular message being sent. 

4. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the step of linking comprises 
automatically generating a link according to [[the]] a particular emoticon being sent. 

5. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the step of linking comprises 
automatically generating a link according to the combination of [[the]] a particular emoticon being sent 
and [[the]] a particular recipient. 

8. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the step of linking comprises 
attaching the sound file to the message, and wherein the step of forwarding comprises forwarding both the 
message and the sound file. 

9. (Canceled). 

10. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method as claimed in claim 8 wherein the step of forwarding 
comprises forwarding the sound file in a MIME-encoded attachment. 
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13. (Canceled) 

15. A system An apparatus for use in an electronic communications network, in which a sender [[can]] 
sends a message to a recipient, the network including a server for facilitating communications between 
the sender and the recipient, the system apparatus comprising: 

a device the sender comprising a computer and in electronic communication with the server^^-the 
device including 

the server including: 

a first logic configured to link a sound file to an emoticon contained in a sender-generated 
message by creating a pointer to the sound file and attaching the pointer to the sender-generated message ; 

second logic configured to forward the sender-generated message, the emoticon and a link the 
pointer to the sound file to the recipient, the 4kik pointer to the sound file associated with the emoticon; 
and 

third logic configured to determine if the recipient already has the sound file by querying the 
recipient and evaluating whether or not the recipient has the sound file, and if not, send the sound file to 
the recipient; and 

the recipient including fourth logic configured to display , at the recipient, the sender-generated 
message and the emoticon, and audibly play the sound file linked to the emoticon, 

wherein the linking occurs at the server according to user preferences stored on the server where 
the user preferences indicates that the sound file is chosen to be linked with the emoticon by the sender 
and maybe is periodically updated by the sender, the updating occurring by obtaining different sound 
files from the server and replacing one or more of a set of default sound files , linked with one or more 
emoticons. stored in the user preferences. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 15, wherein the first logic performs the 
linking using dynamic association, established by the sender, for [[that]] a particular message being sent. 

17. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 15, wherein the first logic performs linking 
by automatically generating a link according to [[the]] a particular emoticon being sent. 

18. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 15, wherein the first logic performs linking 
by automatically generating a link according to the combination of [[the]] a particular emoticon being 
sent and [[the]] a particular recipient. 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Canceled) 
22. (Canceled) 

25. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer-readable medium encoded with a computer program 
that, when executed by a server, causes linking of an emoticon to a sound file, the computer-readable 
medium comprising: 

first instructions for linking an emoticon to a particular sound file contained in a sender-generated 
message by creating a pointer to the sound file and attaching the pointer to the sender-generated message : 

second instructions for causing the sender-generated message, the emoticon, and the link pointer 
to the sound file to be forwarded to the recipient; and 
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third instructions for determining if the recipient already has the sound file by querying the 
recipient and evaluating whether or not the recipient has the sound file, and if not sending the sound file 
to the recipient; and 

fourth instructions for displaying, at the recipient, the sender generated message and the 
cmoticon, and audibly playing the sound file linked to the emoticon, 

wherein the linking occurs at the server according to user preferences stored on the server where 
the user preferences indicates that the sound file is chosen to be linked with the emoticon by the sender 
and may bo is periodically updated by a sender, the updating occurring by obtaining different sound files 
from the server and replacing one or more of a set of default sound files , linked with one or more 
emoticons. stored in the user preferences* 

wherein the recipient displays the sender-generated message and the cmoticon, and audibly plays 
the sound file linked to the emoticon . 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Joshua Joo who telephone number is 571 272-3966. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on 571 272-1915. 
/J. J./ 



/NATHAN FLYNN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2454 



